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Abstract:

The current study aimed to identify the manifestations of
"reification" (objectification) among displaced Palestinians in the
context of the genocidal war on the Gaza Strip. To achieve this, a
descriptive-analytical approach was employed, and a scale was
developed to measure these manifestations, consisting of 20 items
distributed across four primary dimensions: the biological-
instrumental dimension, the digital-statistical dimension, the
reification of social and familial relationships, and the deprivation of
agency and the capacity for choice. The scale was administered to a
purposive, accessible sample of 210 heads of displaced households
residing in camps across the central and southern Gaza Strip. The
study yielded several key findings: the overall level of reification
among Palestinians during the genocidal war reached 91.8% (with a
mean score of 4.59), indicating a critical and exceptionally high level.
Reification was most pronounced in the biological-instrumental
dimension, followed by the digital-statistical dimension, the
deprivation of agency and choice, and finally, the reification of
relationships and the erosion of the social sphere. The study also
found that the nature of reification varies between males and
females—a result of shifting social roles and the psychological
pressures experienced within displacement centers—with females
exhibiting relatively higher levels of reification than males.
Furthermore, the study revealed a positive correlation between the
number of times an individual has been displaced and the degree of
reification experienced. The more frequently the experience of forced
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displacement recurs, the higher the level of objectification becomes.
The study indicates that the intensity of this objectification varies
depending on the immediate environment in which the displaced
person lives and the degree of overcrowding; objectification is
particularly pronounced in tents, informal camps, and shelters.
Keywords: Reification, heads of household, displacement, genocidal
war, Gaza Strip.
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